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Staff Spotlight: LadySpider
Q: Why do you play The Sims and what’s your 
favourite part of the game?
A: I wouldn’t actually say I play the game. I 
use it to build and decorate. I guess, I fulfill 
my design aspiration this way. 

Q: Where do you find inspiration for a build?
A: Everywhere - magazines, ads, Pinterest, 
Tumblr. I also get inspired by new CC pretty 
often. 

Q: Is there a colour or a particular object that you find yourself 
using way too much?
A: Yes. Although I have 15 Gigs of CC in my game, I tend 
to use a pretty limited number of objects. I use too much 
white, and black, I guess, and it’s really a challenge to me 
to add colour to my houses.   

Q: What’s your favourite type of article to work on?
A: Since I first saw the show “Fixer Upper”, I’m just in love 
with before/after and Maxis makeover projects. 

Q: If you were to build a house for yourself one day, what 
style would you go for and why?
A: I really want to say it would be modern Scan-
dinavian, but the truth is that it is very likely to 
be eclectic. I find it interesting to mix styles. 

Q: Where can we find you online?
A: At my tumblr: loch-pearl.tumblr.com

Bio:
Staff role: Photographer and sometimes 
writer. 
Country: Russia
Age: 28
Dayjob: I arrange ground handling for pri-
vate jets. 
Playing: TS2, definitely! 

Staff Spotlight: LadySpider 

http://loch-pearl.tumblr.com
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3 Colors
Red, green and gold are 
the traditional colors of the 
Christmas season. Evergreen 
plants like holly and ivy have 
traditionally been used as 
decorations during the dark 
winter season, and the bright 
red holly berries stand out 
as a complementary color to 
the green leaves. Gold, on the 
other hand, is symbolic of one 
of the precious gifts the Magi 
brought to the Christ child 
in Bethlehem. Together, they 
blend to form a color scheme 
that brings back memories of 
holidays past.

#77030e

#e8c567

#646e25

3 Colors

Article by kitkat
Photographs by Allears
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In this cozy holiday log cabin, the gold tones 
of the log wood walls and hardwood floors 
are echoed by a golden yellow paint on the 
walls. The effect is a warm, golden cocoon that 
will make you want to light a fire, snuggle up 
with your sweetie or a good book, and while 
away the cold winter nights.

Wreaths of evergreen fir and holly adorn 
the walls to bring the outdoors in. In this small 
space, a full-sized Christmas tree would be 
difficult to manage. Instead, a potted ficus 
decked out with Christmas lights lends holi-
day cheer. 

Poinsettias have been traditional Christmas 
plants since the 1800s. Joel Roberts Poinsett 
brought them to the United States from Mex-
ico where they were quickly embraced for 
their beautiful red and green leaves. Accord-
ing to legend, the shape of the leaves repre-
sents the Star of Bethlehem, which led the 

Magi to find Jesus. The red leaves represent 
Christ’s blood while Poinsettias with white 
leaves represent his purity. In this cabin, a 
large potted poinsettia fits with the design 
scheme perfectly.

To pull the design together, a large red 
rug and a pair of crimson overstuffed chairs 
break up the golden backdrop and anchor the 
space. Red plaid curtains trimmed with green 
adorn the windows but are left open so as not 
to spoil the beautiful view of a snowy land-
scape just outside. 

Snuggle up, settle in and enjoy the holiday 
season!



Holiday Finds















Christmas Preparations with Kelly
Holiday Cottage by 13Pumpkin

Christmas Preparations with Kelly

Article by Plama_chan
Photographs by 13Pumpkin
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needed to bring the holiday joy in, without 
anything too heavy and over-the-top. The 
trees were in, but they still needed some color. 
In the dining room she decided to go with 
bright red for the tree and green for the gar-
lands. This way, she could easily tie the colors 
up with the rest of the arrangements she pre-
viously made to match the tablescape theme. 
In the living room, she lit up the fireplace and 
put some colorful candles and white stock-
ings on the mantle. Once she was done, she 

sat down to finish up with the wrapping of 
the presents. 

By the time she was ready, half of the day 
was already gone, so she hurried back to the 
kitchen in order to finish up with the cooking 
for the holiday dinner. She made sure to pre-
pare a bunch of her famous chocolate cup-
cakes, which were her grandchildren’s favorite 
treats. By the time she managed to set up the 
table and light up all the lights around the 
house, she heard the sound of the cars pulling 
up in front. Her grandchildren came running 

Ah! It’s that time of the year again -- pretty 
lights and candles, the smell of cookies in 
the air, the sound of firewood cracking in 
the fireplace, and most of all, the pretty snow 
outside...

When Kelly woke up on the morning before 
Christmas, she was a little bit disappointed to 
see that all the snow had melted. It was not 
so much of a surprise, really, because the pre-
vious days had been a bit warm for the sea-
son, but she had hopes that the snow would 
hold up for a bit longer, which, sadly, did not 

happen. After a few long moments of looking 
out of the window, followed by a heavy sigh, 
she stepped back, quickly changed out of her 
pajamas, and ran down the stairs. Snow or no 
snow, Christmas was almost here. No time for 
feeling sorry. Especially with all the work that 
had to be done.

The first task on the to-do list was to finish 
up with the decorations around the house. 
This year the theme was simple -- red ribbons 
and natural greens with some basic white 
lights and wooden stars. This was all that was 
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in, hurrying to see who would be able to give 
Granny Kelly a hug first. When the three of 
them crashed into her at the same time she 
almost lost her footing, but managed to hold 
them in.  

A happy laughter filled up the house 
instantly. Then there was fun and games and 
even more laughter. When the whole fam-
ily joined in around the table to wish each 
other a happy Christmas, Kelly thought 

that everything was perfect. That is when 
a thought popped up from the back of her 
mind, “If only there was some snow outside...”  
And just as she was thinking that, one of her 
grandchildren screamed and pointed to the 
windows. Everyone looked and there it was – 
snow, falling heavily to wrap everything up in 
a white bliss. Kelly smiled. Now it was perfect. 
Then she said, “Now, who is ready for some 
cupcakes?”
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Ask
HandyAndy

Handy Andy is here to help with all 
your remodeling questions. In this 
issue, Andy takes on the problem of 
a shortage of storage and a espace 
for the ladies during sports season. 

Read on to find out 
how our intrepid 
handyman solves 
their renovation 
woes.

Article by kitkat, macthekat & Nuclearwaffles
Photographs by Allears, kitkat & macthekat

Ask Handy Andy
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Finally, let’s look at that tiny, tiny closet.  
There’s not much you can do to help here, but 
you can reclaim some of the open space at the 
bottom. You may be able to find an appropri-
ately sized IKEA unit or something similar. If 
not, ask your carpenter to build something in 
this area as well.

Period houses have charm to spare, but are 
often lacking in important areas like closets 
for storage. With a few adjustments, you can 
learn to adjust.

Let me know how it goes.
Andy

Dear Handy Andy,
We live in a small 1920’s cottage, which we 
absolutely love. Our problem is one of storage 

– or lack of storage to be precise. Our master 
bedroom has the tiniest closet, which barely 
contains one season’s worth of clothes. As 
we’re moving into winter here in the U.S., we 
need to break out our sweaters and coats and 
put the short sleeves and shorts away. But we 
have nowhere to put them! Please help.

Sincerely, 
Out of Space

Dear Out of Space,
Well, you’re in luck! It’s very easy to reclaim 
open space for much-needed storage. It’s 
just a matter of being strategic and choos-
ing the right furniture pieces. With a closet 
as small as yours, you might want to invest 
in some custom built-ins as well. Custom is a 
bit more expensive, but you’ll appreciate the 
attention to detail and the way they can seam-
lessly blend into your vintage home.

First, you need to ditch your traditional bed 
frame and choose one that has under-bed 

storage drawers. These types of beds are avail-
able in a variety of wood finishes, so you can 
probably find one that has a similar look and 
finish to your current bed. Your new drawers 
can be used to store out-of-season clothes 
that you can swap out with the change of 
seasons.

Another option is to forego your small bed-
side tables for a couple of small chest-of-draw-
ers of similar height. You’ll still be able to fit 
your lamps and bedside knickknacks on top 
with the added bonus of having new storage 
space. The same thing goes for the bench at 
the foot of the bed. It’s a functional bench, but 
why not have a bench that gives you storage 
space as well?

The large wall across from your bed pro-
vides another opportunity for storage. Rather 
than hitting up your big box home improve-
ment store, I’d recommend consulting a car-
penter for this. A professional will be able to 
provide that extra touch to make the new 
storage units complement your existing fur-
niture as well as the overall look of your vin-
tage home.

Before Before
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really wouldn’t worry about finishing them 
with drywall or even paint. The rough walls 
will lend a rustic and authentic look to the 
space.

What will make this space cozy and usable? 
Scour your local tag sales and flea markets 
for some overstuffed chairs. A small love seat 
would be another good addition to match the 
scale of the space available. You can re-cover 
them with coordinating fabrics for ample, styl-
ish seating in your new space. 

I know you want a reading loft. Even though 
it’s not all that practical in a space of this size, 
you can make it work if you center it on the 

larger back wall and place seating below 
it. You will have room for some small book 
shelves in the raised nook, but you’ll proba-
bly want to have a larger book shelf for stor-
age of more books and other important items. 

If you don’t absolutely love this she-
shed, Tessa is going to be quite cross with 
me. Maybe you can invite her over for final 
approval. She’ll be sure to let me know how 
it went.
Andy

Dear Handy Andy,
This year’s sports season was rough. The guys 
had all their friends over, taking over the house, 
and I am not into sports at all! I’ve read about 

“she-sheds” and we do have a ratty, but sturdy, 
shed outside, but the inside of it is an empty, 
unpainted, barely furnished space. I was won-
dering if there’s a way to re-do our old shed 
into a cozy room where my girlfriends and I 
can hang out while the guys watch TV, so we 
won’t bother each other, and all of us can have 
a good time. I’d like to put in a loft as a book 
nook if possible.

Sincerely,
Game Over

Dear Game Over,
As I am an avid sports fan, I’m sure my wife 
Tessa can empathize with you! (She really can 
- she’s standing right behind me as I write this 
and insists that I assure you that you are not 
alone in this). Having a shed already built is 
a great starting point. If you’re not too sticky 
about a totally insulated and air conditioned 
space, you can easily convert that shed to 
a hangout spot for your friends that can be 
comfortably used for a good part of the year.

Rustic is a hot look right now, so I’d leave 
the walls natural. You might want to lightly 
sand them and seal with a poly coat, but I 

Before

Before





Tip 
Tessa’s friend Molly lives in a very modern 
house with a great big white kitchen. For 
most of the year Molly loves her kitchen, but 
at Christmas time she is at a loss for how to 
make it fit her dream of a cosy holiday season. 
I set out to help her, with the ladies oversee-
ing everything, of course. I decided that some 
window decorations would really help set the 
mood. I went on youtube to figure out how 
to do Christmas garlands and found a great 
tutorial. I also raided their Christmas box and 
added a few other decorations. Once I was 
finished, the ladies shooed me out of the way 
and got working on Christmas cookies. They 
are totally yummy.

Before



Stephanie Sponhalz is no stranger to the wedding business. Her 
mother was a wedding planner in Sunset Valley, and Stephanie 
grew up following brides around on the weekends and helping to 
make their special days go just exactly right. Fast forward twenty 
years, and Stephanie is nervously getting ready to step out on her 
own -- this time with her very own catering and event space in a 
very unique and intriguing spot.

Article & photographs by kitkat

The Barn at Windenburg Farms

The Barn at Windenburg Farms
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When Stephanie first received the letter from 
her grandfather, it was a bittersweet moment. 
Pop Pop had passed away six months earlier 
at the ripe old age of ninety-two. It wasn’t 
entirely unexpected, but it still wasn’t easy 
to see him go. So when she saw the famil-
iar handwriting on the letter the lawyer had 
just handed her, it made her heart skip a beat.  
Tearing it open, she read aloud:

 
“Dear Junebug,
I know it’s not much, but I want you to 
have my land in Windenburg. I always 
had big plans for the place, but life just 
kept getting in the way. Maybe you will 
have better luck than I did.
Love you always, Pop Pop”

 

Land in Windenburg? Stephanie had no idea 
what he was referring to. No one in the fam-
ily had ever even been to Windenburg that 
she knew of. The lawyer assured her other-
wise though. Apparently PopPop bought a 
lot there about twenty years ago. There was 
no house or cabin on it, just an old barn that 
had probably seen better days. And now it 
was hers.

There was nothing to do but go and take a 
look at it, and try to figure out what kind of 
plans Pop Pop might have had in mind. So she 
hurriedly booked a flight and a hotel room 
and took off on what might turn out to be 
either a great adventure or a total disaster.

When Stephanie arrived at the lot, she 
immediately saw why her grandfather was 
drawn to it. It was out on the island with a 
beautiful view of the water. The farmhouse it 

served was long torn down to make room for 
one of the exclusive new homes nearby, but 
the barn still stood. And it was in much better 
shape than she could have hoped. The seeds 
of a business idea began to take shape that 
weekend.  And soon it grew into a full-fledged 
enterprise that was, she fervently hoped, des-
tined for success.

Which brings us to today. The very first 
wedding at The Barn at Windenburg Farms 
is about to take place, and Stephanie is busy 
with a small army of wait staff, florists and 
caterers putting the finishing touches in place 
before the wedding party arrives.

Rows of hay bales have been brought in for 
seating, and a wedding arch decorated with 
garlands of flowers and yards of chiffon fab-
ric graces the interior. A chalkboard, painstak-
ingly lettered by Stephanie herself, proclaims 

a hopeful message for the young couple and 
their assembled friends and loved ones.

Outside, long farmhouse trestle tables are 
set and ready for guests after the ceremony, 
and the caterers are starting to lay out heap-
ing platters of delicious food.  Stephanie takes 
a look around at the antique items and vari-
ous rustic wares she has spent the last few 
months carefully curating. Laden with flow-
ers, greenery and fall harvest pumpkins and 
squash, they have the perfect balance of 
beauty and rustic charm. Pop Pop would most 
definitely approve.
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Let's face it — we big-city apartment 
dwellers don't have that many 
outdoor options. A lavish rooftop 
garden, a back yard or even a tiny 
lawn seems an impossible dream for 
most of us. But even a small balcony, 
with just barely enough space to 
step outside, is still a great option to 
enjoy the outdoors in style. 

Article by LadySpider
Photographs by gooseberry, Puzmo, riekus13 & Zingaro

Challenge Feature: Small Balconies 
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Dean and Daisy Schmidt are a hip, young couple living in 
the bustling metropolis of San Myshuno. Dean, a digital 
marketing and web branding specialist, has been named to 
San Myshuno’s influential “Top 40 Under 40” list of up-and-
coming professionals while Daisy, a stay-at-home mom and 
professional design blogger, is starting to make a name for 
herself as someone who is an uncanny predictor of design 
trends. They were kind enough to share their holiday flair 
with us in their stylish, midtown brownstone townhouse.

San Myshuno Style
Article by kitkat &  photographs by FrauEngel

San Myshuno Style



natural, and an oversized china hutch is the 
focal piece in the room.

“That hutch wouldn’t work in just any home,” 
Daisy laughs. ”We’re lucky that the brown-
stone has such nice tall ceilings. When I saw it 
in the local antique shop, I just knew it had to 
go in this room. Dean didn’t think it would fit.”

“Nope, I sure didn’t,” Dean says wryly. “But 
Daisy insisted it would. I measured the wall, 
then came back to the shop and measured 
the piece. I couldn’t believe it; but, as usual, 
she was right. We bought it and had it deliv-
ered the same day.”

Through a pair of French doors lies the 
expansive kitchen. The walls are clad in a warm 
colored brick while the floor has coordinating 

ceramic tiles. White marble countertops con-
trast with the dark wood of the cabinets.

“The kitchen had to be totally reworked,” 
Daisy says as she shows me around. “This 
whole area once included a servant’s room 
and butler’s pantry. It just wasn’t practical for 
modern living. We knocked out all the walls 
and made it into one large kitchen. We were 
able to re-use much of the original cabinetry 
and supplemented it with some from the but-
ler’s pantry. For the rest, we hired a carpenter 
to match the original look.”

“And, of course, the island was a completely 
new build,” Dean interjects. “That’s Daisy’s 
design. She worked with the carpenter to 
develop sketches, and he built it to her spec-
ifications,” he says with a note of pride. Daisy 

The Schmidt’s throw open their front door and 
usher me in from a blustery winter day in San 
Myshuno. Immediately, I’m transported from 
the hustle and bustle of the city to an oasis 
of calm and tranquility. The vintage wood 
paneling of the 1923 brownstone has been 
painted taupe, a color that provides a layer of 
richness to the walls, while also providing a 
clean backdrop for light grey furnishings and 
accessories.

“I simply must have lightness around me,” 
Daisy explains. “Dark walls and furniture weigh 
me down. I don’t know what that says about 
my personality,” she laughs self-consciously.

I think it makes her a design wizard, regard-
less of what it may say about her personality. 
The whole space seems to hum with positive 
energy and makes me feel both vitalized and 

at peace. The grey sofa and chair are graced 
with coordinating pillows that invite you to 
sit down and make yourself comfortable. An 
antique steamer trunk provides a unique 
alternative to a traditional coffee table.

“That belonged to Dean’s grandfather,” Daisy 
explains.

“Clarence Albert Schmidt,” Dean chimes in. 
“He was the first Schmidt to immigrate to San 
Myshuno. That trunk is what he brought all of 
his worldly possessions from his home coun-
try to this new city in. Daisy loves that it has 
character, as well as family history.”

An expansive arch separates the living 
room from the dining room, where a dark 
wood pedestal table is surrounded by par-
son’s chairs upholstered in a neutral fab-
ric. The paneling in this room has been left 





The Schmidts have one last space to show 
me, and they lead me to the end of the hall 
where their master suite lies. It is, in a word, 
breathtaking. Here the paneling that is so 
prevalent in the home has been painted a 
soothing white which is matched by a major-
ity of the furniture and textiles. The two major 
exceptions are an over-sized, tufted head-
board and a low bench placed at the foot of 
the bed. Both of these are upholstered in a 
deep crimson shade. The effect is striking.

“Lightness is important to me, but I’m not 
above a dramatic statement when drama is 
warranted,” says Daisy of the unexpected red 
accents.

The storage and closet space in the master 
suite is remarkable as well. It resembles a fit-
ting room at a high-end department store in 
many respects.

“This is my one extravagance,” Daisy admits. 
“With twins, who has the time and energy to 
go shopping? There’s a great personal shop-
ping service in San Myshuno that is really quite 
reasonable when you weigh the cost against 
time. My shopper works with my schedule, 
and I can try on things here instead having 
to go out and hunt for them. It’s fantastic.”

As the Schmidts show me around the rest 
of the home and we discuss various design 
elements chosen by Daisy, I come to under-
stand just how keen her design eye is. Daisy 
Schmidt is definitely someone who will be 
making contributions to the design world 
for years to come.

smiles back at him, acknowledging his words 
and the implied compliment. 

“Come on, and let’s show you the kids’ rooms,” 
she says as she ushers me out of the kitchen, 
down the hallway and into an adorable pink 
wallpapered room, which clearly must be the 
home of twin number one, Jennifer. 

The room is girly and eclectic, a space that 
can easily grow with daughter Jennifer as 
she moves from childhood into adolescence. 
I comment on the cat bed that is in close prox-
imity to Jennifer’s own twin bed.

“Oh, that silly cat,” Daisy laughs. “Jennifer 
loves that cat, and he thinks she hung the 
moon. She named him Bean of all things.”

“Our daughter has a budding romance with 
all things sci-fi,” Dean explains. “Her current 
favorite book is ‘Ender’s Game.’ She named 
the kitten we got as a family present last 

Christmas after her favorite character. Since 
his first night in the house, that cat has been 
stuck to her like glue,” he says shaking his 
head.

We move from Jennifer’s room down the 
hall to Jeremy’s. The room follows a similar 
aesthetic, but this time it is all boy from top 
to bottom. I inquire about the hanging air-
planes and hot air balloons.

“I guess our kids are similar in that they both 
have their obsessions,” Daisy grins. “For Jenny 
it’s sci-fi and for Jeremy it’s flight. He can’t 
get enough of stories about flight and flying 
machines. From the Montgolfier brother to 
the Wright brothers, he’s our resident expert 
on the history of human aviation. His room 
had to reflect that intense interest.”
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Recipe For Design
It is often said that the kitchen is the heart 

of the home. It's where memories are made, 
relationships blossom and grow, and both 
body and soul are nourished. The kitchen 
is never the same in any two homes. It can 
reflect many different aspects of its family. 

Little decorations here or there can transform 
a kitchen from just a room, to a place that 

feels very cozy and inviting. So can you make 
a kitchen with heart and soul?

Article by NuclearWaffles
Photographs by Ellle, Green-Girl, Ivyrose,  

lazySunjade & riekus13

Challenge Feature: Recipe For Design
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Ellle
Ellle's kitchen was built for a sugary-sweet 
holiday family brunch! With a rustic look and 
a whole lot of old-timey charm, it is a cozy 
place to pass around a plate of warm, but-
tery French toast with fresh berries, grown 
right outside in the garden. The space may 
be small, but the wrought-iron wood-burning 
stove adds an extra layer of warmth, so you 
don't even mind the miniature size. You'll be 
having a grand time chatting around an open 
fire all of the chilly winter day!
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Ivyrose
Red brick is an extremely popular material to 
build up a house outdoors, but what do you 
do when you land a studio apartment with a 
classic red brick interior? Why, you enhance 
it, of course! In Ivyrose's space, the red brick 
is very well-preserved, and though it has 
open, visible water system piping, it's easier 
to match it than try to cover it up. Wrought-
iron style bar stools and a central functional 
display for copper pots and pans in the mid-
dle of the kitchen complement the structural 
metallics. The bar-style kitchen makes for a 
comfortable and welcome setting for a nice, 
homemade brunch of Eggs Benedict.
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lazySunjade
Really, what is better for breakfast than a nice 
veggie frittata? The dish is so light, airy and 
refreshing, just like lazySunjade's inspired 
kitchen. It opens onto a patio of greenery that 
even extends into the kitchen itself. One can't 
help but notice that it has a somewhat Medi-
terranean feel, even though it is rather eclec-
tic. Yes, it is cluttered, but have you ever met 
an amazing cook who didn't have at least a 
little bit of disarray in their work space? This 
kitchen is a delight to make a getaway to, and 
an absolutely well-loved pride and joy of the 
kitchen faerie whose magic wand just hap-
pens to be a wooden spoon.
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riekus13
Did you know that Santa Claus is coming to 
town? Well, if you didn't, you'd better get into 
riekus13's kitchen and whip up a little treat 
for Saint Nick, just to prove you've been nice! 
Christmas cookies filled with jam and dusted 
with confectioner's sugar gave inspiration to 
a beautiful kitchen decked with red, green 
and gold that just resonates with the kids 
and kids-at-heart. The little ones have already 
stuck their Yuletide art up on the refrigera-
tor while the older ones tended to the pretty 
poinsettias and ferns. Then the entire family 
can decorate the holiday cookies with color-
ful buttercreme icing, and maybe open up an 
early present. This kitchen is very much where 
the heart is this holiday season.
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Green-Girl
You can almost always find some variety of 
apples in season, and Green-Girl's kitchen is 
the perfect place to prepare your seasonal 
supermarket pick into decadent tarts. The 
inspiration of an apple tart was transformed 
into a lovely red-bricked room with plenty 
of windows showing off gorgeous outdoor 
views. The windows open up nicely to let in 
some crisp fresh air, and the feature mirror 
on the wall gives a bit of depth to what is 
already a charismatic space. Just whatever 
you do, don't forget the whipped cream!
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Every year, when the holidays are right at our 
doorstep, it has become something of a tradition 
for us to challenge our community with a special 
holiday-themed task. This year was no exception 
and, as always, they did not disappoint us. 

We asked you to let Lady Luck decide the type, 
colors and style of your build, and then asked 

you to put a holiday twist to it. The results 
were nothing but stunning. Just take a look, 

and feel the joy of a whole season’s worth of 
holidays! 

Challenge Feature: Roll Your Room 4.0
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riekus13
Patio, Natural, Scandinavian



gooseberry
Patio, neutral, industrial
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Nuclearwaffles
Living room, natural, shabby chic



Ivyrose
Kitchen, traditional colours, farmhouse rustic 
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Patio, Complementry and Scandanavian
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Allears
Kitchen, natural, shabby chic
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key is not to go overboard and think every-
thing in the room has to be one of the cho-
sen colors.

Be strategic in your choices, and the colors 
will shine but not overpower. Pull in artwork 
that contains not only the color scheme 
colors, but other colors as well. In this room, 
a stag print and several brightly colored pot-
tery pieces are included. You can see the pur-
ple and yellow in them stand out against the 
other colors and tie the pieces into the design.

I think my favorite pieces in this room are 
the purple polka dot chair and the yellow mar-
quee letters on the kitchen wall. They really 
show the fun and whimsy of using adventur-
ous colors.

LS: Is there anything you’ve found even more 
challenging than hard-to-handle colors?
DC: If anything, a monochromatic scheme can 
be even harder to pull off. 

LS: In what way?
DC: Well, it’s a challenge for the designer to 
pull in textures and patterns so that the use 
of the chosen color doesn’t become boring. I 
have one client who wanted me to help her 
pull off a monochromatic Christmas design 
in her Scandinavian living room. She chose 
red, another color that can easily overpower 
a room. That was a fantastic room to apply 
a monochromatic palette to since it already 
had so many fabulous natural patterns and 
textures.

For the Holiday Issue we sat 
down with resident designer 
Dina Caliente to ask her about 
some of the toughest design 
challenges she’s faced. When 
not answering questions for 
our readers, Dina is busy with 
an active client base of her own. 
After hearing about some of her 
day-to-day work, it’s not hard 
to understand why her design 
skills are so much in demand.

Article by kitkat
Photographs by SweetCaffeine

LivingSims: What are some of the hardest 
colors you work with?
Dina Caliente: Without a doubt, I’d have to 
say yellow and purple. It’s so easy for them to 
take over a room if they’re not handled deftly.

LS: Have you ever had a client who wanted to 
use both of those colors in the same room?
DC: Actually, yes! They’re complementary on 
the color wheel, so it’s not as unusual or dif-
ficult to manage as you might think. In this 
particular case, the client wanted a modern 
design for her new kitchen, so working in yel-
low and purple was not as awkward as it could 
have been.

I painted the walls and cabinets a soft grey 
with white accents. This provided a blank can-
vas for the colors to stand out against. They 

Interview: Dina Caliente

Interview: Dina Caliente
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The wood and brick really help to give vis-
ual interest. The different tones of grey, brown 
and white with natural accents and the sub-
tle use of greenery in the holiday wreaths and 
garlands provide contrast and keep the reds 
from fading into the background. 

The advantage of this color scheme is that 
it complements the minimalist aspects of 
Scandinavian design and allows the interest-
ing contents of the room to shine.

LS: Your Christmas designs are always so 
lovely. Are there any holidays you struggle 
with design-wise?
DC: Oh, yes. Halloween is my nemesis. I’ve 
always hit a wall with the combination of 
orange and purple. Actually, I don’t know of 

anyone that can pull off that combination 
without a huge struggle.

One of my clients gave me free reign to 
help her bring in Halloween elements to her 
design. It’s her favorite holiday, and she had 
so many cool elements already that it was a 
delight to help her pare them down to make 
a design that was spooky yet refined. I think 
we pulled off something pretty remarkable, 
and it turned out to be one of my favorite 
design jobs of 2016.

LS: Thanks for talking to us! It’s always a 
pleasure.
DC: Any time. I hope you and all your readers 
have a wonderful holiday season and a great 
start to the new year.
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Spinach Frittata
Gourmet
The hustle and bustle of the 
holidays are upon us once 
again. This is the season 
when you always need a 
delicious and easy recipe in 
your back pocket that you 
can whip up at a moment’s 
notice. From a last minute 
gathering with friends to 
that yearly work party, this 
spinach and Swiss frittata 
will be the hit of all your 
holiday gatherings!

Preparation

1. Preheat oven to 400°.
2. Heat a 10-inch ovenproof skillet over medium heat. Add oil; swirl to coat. Add 

onion; sauté 10 minutes or until tender. Add spinach; cook 2 minutes, stirring just 
until spinach wilts.

3. Combine eggs, salt, and pepper. Pour egg mixture over vegetables in pan; cook 
until edges begin to set, about 2 
minutes. 

4. Gently lift edge of egg mixture, tilt-
ing pan to allow uncooked egg mix-
ture to come in contact with pan. 

5. Cook 2 minutes or until egg mixture 
is almost set. Sprinkle with cheese.

6. Bake at 400° for 8 minutes or until 
center is set. Transfer frittata to a 
serving platter immediately; cut into 
6 wedges.

TOTAL TIME:  35 minutes

YIELD:  6 servings 
 
LEVEL:  Easy

Ingredients

• 2 teaspoons olive oil
• 2 cups vertically sliced onion
• 4 cups baby spinach leaves
• 8 large eggs, lightly beaten
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• 3 ounces shredded Swiss cheese (about 3/4 

cup)

Gourmet: Spinach Frittata

Article & photos by kitkat
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